What Are God’s Rules For Living?                                                                                                                    Christianity                                              

	Name of Unit: What Are God’s Rules For Living? 
	Faith: Christianity

	Key Stage in which this unit should be taught: Key Stage 1 
	Recommended Year Group (if specified:) Years 1 or 2

	AT1 Learning About Religion: Beliefs, Teachings and Sources
	AT2 Learning From Religtion: Values and Commitments. 

	Previous Learning: 
Easter Story, Easter Symbols.

	What this unit teaches:
What the 10 Commandments are. How these are God’s rules for living and Christians (and Jews) believe them to be rules that they are commanded to follow. What the 10 Commandments teach about the nature of God. The unit asks the pupils to reflect on their own ‘rules’ for living together.

	Key RE Vocabulary:
Rule          Commandment          Moses          Old Testament 

Christian          Jew          Torah
	Cross-Curricular Links:
English          Art and Design         PSHE

	Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development:
Spiritual -There are opportunities for pupils to reflect about their own beliefs and perspectives on life and use creativity and imagination in their learning. 

Moral -There are opportunities to investigate and offer views about moral issues. 

Social - Opportunities for collaborative work. 

Cultural - Links with different faiths.
	Sensitivities:
Please be aware of pupils’ family backgrounds and personal experiences when the 10 Commandments are being looked at.

	Possible Further Thinking and Extension Activities:
Links with British Values
	

	Future Learning:
How Do Christians Believe Following Jesus’ New Commandment and His 2 Greatest Commandments Make A Difference? 

Who Decides? (Bridging / Transition Unit)


	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points to Note:

	Lesson 1

Pupils should: 

Understand that the 10 Commandments came from God via Moses; 

(AT1) 
Christians (and Jews) use these Commandments to live by; 

(AT1) 
Reflect on what they believe are important rules to live by. 

(AT2) 

	Aspect
A
· 
	Aspect
F

· 
	What Are The 10 Commandments?
Are They Your 10 Commandments?
Introduction: 

Introduce the idea of rules. What are they? Where do we have rules? 

Can the pupils think of some examples of rules that there are for the class? In school? At home? In the Church? For the country? Anywhere else? 

Why do we have them? What would it be like without rules? What would it REALLY be like without rules?! 

Main Teaching: 

Watch this video clip up to 1:50 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs1eop9MNgU 

Ask the pupils to come up with their own set of rules for living together – their own ‘Top 10’. 

This can be done individually, in pairs or in small groups. 

Record in a suitable way. 

Discuss what they have chosen. Compare within the class: - 

Are there common rules that they have come up with? Why do the pupils think that these are common rules? 

Are there different rules? Why are these particular rules important to the particular pupils who have suggested them? 

Introduce the idea that Christians believe there is a set of rules for the world which they are commanded to follow. Who would these rules be from? Where would we find these rules? 

Explain that Jews also follow these rules as they were originally given to Jews and they are found in The Torah. The Torah contains part of the Old Testament. 

Watch the rest of the short clip ‘God’s Top 10’. 

Discuss what each means and why the pupils think God decided to have it as one of His Commandments. 

There is a PowerPoint slide containing a child-friendly version of the 10 Commandments which can be used for this or for display. 

Plenary: 

How closely do the pupils’ rules match God’s rules? 
	Resources:

YouTube clip 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs1eop9MNgU 

PowerPoint slides  

	
	
	
	
	Sensitivities:
Please be aware of pupils’ family backgrounds and personal experiences when the 10 Commandments are being looked at. 




	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points to Note:


	Lesson 2

Pupils should: 

Be able to describe what a Christian might learn about God from The 10 Commandments; 

(AT1) 
Be able to show how rules that are important to them and to other people offer guidance on how they live their life. 

(AT2) 

	Aspect 
A
· 
	Aspect 
F
· 
	What Do The 10 Commandments Teach Us About God and The Way To Live?
Introduction: 

Start by recapping on the choices that pupils made for their Top 10. 

As a class vote for the order of their ‘Top 10’. (British Values in action: democracy) 
Main Teaching: 

Think about the rules that the pupils made up in their ‘Top 10’s.’ Why did they choose these particular rules? What are they trying to achieve by encouraging people to follow these rules? 

What clues do these rules give about the pupils who made them up? E.g. What kind of person is it who wants these particular rules to be followed? 

Recap what God’s Ten Commandments are. 

Why did God feel that there needed to be a set of rules for the world? 

What was / is He trying to achieve by encouraging people to follow these rules? 

What clues do these rules give about God who made them up? e.g. What do they tell us about the nature of God, what God is like? 

Do the other religions, (other than Christianity and Judaism,) also have rules to follow? 

Activity: 

Pupils can make handprints and record their ‘Top Ten’, one on each finger. 

Plenary: 

Play reflective music. 

Show an image of the world with someone / some people doing a good deed, following 1 of the 10 Commandments. 

Ask the pupils to reflect on how they can help the world to be a better place by following good rules / commandments. 
	Resources:

Display of The 10 Commandments; 

Reflective Music; 

Image of the world with someone / some people doing a good deed, following 1 of the 10 Commandments. 



	
	
	
	
	Sensitivities:
Please be aware of pupils’ family backgrounds and personal experiences when the 10 Commandments are being looked at. 
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