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	The King James Bible 

Key Stage 2 Scheme of Work

	by Lesley Prior (LDBS RE Adviser to Community Schools) 

and Jane Savill (LDBS Secondary School RE Adviser)




	Key Stage 2 – Why is there a Celebration for the King James Bible?

	ABOUT THE UNIT

In this unit, children are invited to consider why the King James Bible is the focus of major celebrations in 2011. They are given opportunities to reflect upon the role, nature and purpose of such commemorations, both in general and within various Christian denominations, particularly the Church of England. They will grow in awareness of why this Quarcentenary is significant to some people and not to others and asked to think about the particular place of the King James Bible within the Anglican traditions in the twenty first century. They begin to experience how and why different forms of text can have either a positive or negative impact on both individuals and communities. They are enabled to acquire skills and attitudes relevant not merely to Religious Education, but also to their own personal development. The unit provides them with a context in which they can both learn about and learn from, Christianity, particularly the various Anglican traditions.
	PRIOR LEARNING

It is helpful if pupils have:

· had previous opportunities to link elements of their own lives and experiences with the lives and experiences of members of faith communities, including Christians
· begun to develop their own views and responses to questions of meaning and purpose, while growing in respect and understanding for those of others
· have started to reflect upon what it means to belong and the challenges and opportunities offered by such an experience. 

	WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN

This unit has been designed to be delivered as a coherent whole. It has been planned to cover seven to eight hours of curriculum time. Schools are encouraged to deliver the unit in whatever way they prefer, but care should always be taken to ensure that the work planned fulfils the requirements for the appropriate locally agreed, diocesan or other relevant syllabus. Possible models of delivery might include offering all or some parts of the unit as:

· a series of individual, but inter-connected lessons

· a focus for an RE Day or part of an RE Week

· a link to the literacy programme or a Book Week

· a link to other subjects as part of a cross-curricular theme.

However, some teachers may prefer to simply select particular sections from this unit and integrate these with other existing units if the need arises.  
	LANGUAGE FOR LEARNING

Through the activities in this unit, pupils will be able to understand, use and spell correctly words relating to the study of:
· a range of different Christian beliefs, practices and traditions 
      and other belief systems, such as Anglican or Eucharist and   
      will also begin to become familiar with the language of the 

      King James Bible.
Through the activities, pupils will be able to engage in speaking and listening tasks where they have opportunities to:

· talk about their own textual preferences and contrast these with those of other people

· begin to practise their questioning and research skills

· acquire skills and attitudes intrinsic to RE, such as

analysing, discussing, identifying, interpreting and empathy, respect and sensitivity.

	EXPECTATIONS

Most children will: 

Make links between religious words, phrases and other relevant sayings from the King James Version of the Bible  and explain how these enrich and inform the lives of some Christians and influence not only their actions, but also their private and public worship; compare and contrast some of these chosen texts with their equivalents from other translations of the Bible and give reasons why different people have different views about them; ask questions about the meaning and purpose of the text of the King James Bible and suggest a range of answers which might be given by themselves, Christian believers and others; identify and talk about texts they find to be authoritative, beautiful or inspirational.
Level 4

Some children will not have made so much progress and will:

Use a developing vocabulary of religious, words phrases and other relevant sayings from the King James Version of the Bible to explain why it speaks with particular power and resonance to some people, including Christians; describe how some Christians like to use the King James Bible in prayer and worship and why; ask questions about why the King James Bible is an important text for some people, including Christians; identify what texts are important for them and why and compare their ideas with those of other people in an appropriate way and within a culture of mutual trust and respect.

Level 3
Some children will have progressed further and so will:

Suggest reasons for the similar and different beliefs which people hold about the significance (or otherwise) of the King James Version of the Bible; explain how and why the King James Bible is particularly important to and significant within the Church of England as a distinctive element of some Anglican prayer and worship; give their own and others’ views about what it may mean to belong to the Church of England; identify groups to which they belong which may influence and inspire them and the challenges and joys which such involvement may bring. 

Level 5

	RESOURCES

As well as a range of textbooks and published resources this unit will be enhanced by the use of ancient and modern materials from believers’ sources, including:

· an appropriately varied range of different translations of the Bible, both old and new, including the King James Version

· opportunities to listen to live readings from the King James Bible or suitable recordings, such as those broadcast on Radio 4, as well as examples of other translations
· visits to and from members of faith communities, particularly Anglicans. 



	
	OUT OF SCHOOL LEARNING

Pupils could:

· become aware of how other significant elements of the past may still be celebrated and commemorated today.


	
	FUTURE LEARNING
Pupils could:

· begin to appreciate how elements of the past can continue to shape and influence not only the present, but also the future.




	What anniversaries do we celebrate and why?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· that there are different kinds of anniversaries which are marked by both individuals and communities
· begin to understand what motivates individuals and communities to engage in such celebrations and commemorations

	In preparation for the unit, ask the children to talk to family members, friends and other people they know about anniversaries and celebrations that are important to them. This could be done in the form of drawings, diary entries or photographs taken on mobile ‘phones which are then e-mailed into school. Some, though not all, might have a religious relevance. They might also include anniversaries such as weddings, the commemoration of other significant personal occasions like moving into a new home or more public events, such as the Queen’s Silver, Golden or Diamond Jubilees, VE Day or anniversaries of local importance, like the centenary of a school or hospital.
When the information has been gathered, analyse the results and talk to the children about when, where, how and why these celebrations are important. Take care to highlight that they may have personal and/or wider significance and what is important in one context might not be relevant in another. Discuss the need to respect the beliefs and values of others. 


	· talk about or record (in pictures or words or both) the situations in which individuals and communities celebrate significant anniversaries and explain why these are important
· present their findings in the form of an online exhibition on the school’s website
	· sensitivity needs to be shown to children who come from backgrounds where there are difficult personal circumstances where celebrations are unknown 
· sensitivity may also need to be shown to children who come from homes where or where anniversaries and commemorations may awaken painful memories (such as the absence of a loved one)

· remember that there are  various ideas about what it is worthy to celebrate or commemorate and these might differ between certain cultural and ethnic groups; avoid making any judgements about what is suitable in this context and also resist the temptation to  make wide ranging generalisations


	What do we commemorate on stamps and why?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· some of the reasons why certain subject matter might be featured on commemorative stamps
· to reflect on the significance of the criteria used to make such choices and how those criteria might be applied to the inclusion of the King James Bible
	Explain to the children that there are two categories of stamps in this country – definitive and commemorative. Show the children some examples and talk with the class about the similarities and differences between them. Focus on the commemoratives and discuss what images they feature. Ask the children to reflect upon why these subjects have been chosen and to suggest what kind of criteria might be used by the selection committee at Royal Mail. These criteria might include events of national significance (past and present, such as the foundation of Battersea Dogs and Cats Home or a Royal Wedding), celebrations of cultural milestones (like classic album covers) or opportunities to highlight aspects of the natural world (such as British mammals). Make sure that your examples also include series of stamps which focus on pivotal historical events (like the reigns of the Stuart monarchs, or Pioneers of the Industrial Revolution). 
Show the children the series of stamps featuring the King James Bible (to be issued on 8th November 2011) and set up a community of enquiry activity where they can formulate their own questions about them. Collect their questions and work through them together as a class or circulate them among small groups in the context of self-directed research activities. Ask them to make a case for and against the choice of the King James Bible as the subject for commemorative stamps.
	· suggest (in groups) what they believe it might be suitable  to feature on a series of commemorative stamps and ‘compete’ against other groups in the class to make the best case and win the design bid
· talk about or write a review of the designs for the King James Bible stamps, highlighting their strengths and weaknesses

	· Royal Mail has a website showing examples of the stamps it produces and also details of various associated products available for purchase, such as postcards showing different commemorative designs

· if the unit is being taught in the second half of the autumn term, it may be appropriate to evaluate the designs for the stamps produced for Christmas and to discuss whether or not they should feature  religious or secular images



	Why has the King James Bible been important for 400 years?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· that the heritage of the past can still have some value today, for both religious and non-religious people


	Set up opportunities for the children to investigate how and why certain elements of the past still have relevance today, locally and/ or nationally and internationally. These might include buildings, literature, paintings, objects, people and even events. Some might be universally known, some might be particular to a certain individual or community, but take care to highlight that all still have resonance today because they offer joy and pleasure and are able to speak to new generations afresh. For example, there are no longer any surviving veterans of the First World War, yet every November those who fought and suffered are remembered, their service honoured and lessons learned from their experiences. Encourage the children to identify as many different reasons as possible as to why these things are not forgotten or neglected today, emphasising that they still have the power to inspire and move those who experience them.
Tell the children that some people think of the King James Bible in this way and explain why they value it for the beauty of its language and the contribution it has made not only to Christianity, but also to world literature. Share with the children some of the key passages and phrases, such as “Let there be light”, “Yea though I walk in the valley of the shadow of death”, “Unto us a Child is Born”. Give examples of how the Bible has been used in other art forms, such as Handel’s Messiah. 

Ask the children to give an example of something from the past that has particular significance for them as individuals and to explain how and why they value it.


	· publish their own reflections on what elements of the past are important for them, perhaps in a class book

	· if this unit of work is planned as part of a cross-curricular unit, this section may link particularly well with English or History 



	What kinds of celebrations are taking place to mark the anniversary of the King James Bible?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· know about some of the religious and non-religious celebrations which are taking place to mark the anniversary of the King James Bible 

	Invite the children to think about some of the other possible ways in which the anniversary is being marked. Set up opportunities for them to investigate some of the events which may be taking place to show how and why the King James Bible is valued by many people. These might include some which are Church based, for example services or liturgies, as well as other events such as, dialogues and debates, exhibitions, lectures, public readings (both live and on TV/ radio) or study sessions. Talk about why these events have been organised and who might want to participate in them. Encourage them to identify some of the different reasons which might draw individuals and/or communities to participate in these celebrations.
In groups, ask the children to imagine that they are part of an organising committee, public relations company or advertising agency engaged to promote awareness of the King James Bible and its four hundred years of history. Commission them to devise ways of publicising the text to celebrate its contribution to the Church of England and beyond.

	· in small groups, produce a publicity leaflet, poster campaign or radio or TV advertisement designed to promote awareness of the anniversary and the events associated with it
· present the outcomes of the group activity as an exhibition either in school (within an individual classroom or more public area) or somewhere in the local area, such as a church, library or nearby bookshop

· give a suitable prize to the group with the best idea! 
	· remember that it is not only religious people who believe it is important to celebrate the King James Bible

· remember that not all Christians give special value to the King James Bible and so will not necessarily celebrate its Quarcentenary


	What is the King James Bible’s role in the Church of England today?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· that some Anglicans have a particular love for the King James Bible and therefore prefer to use this translation in public and private worship
· to identify some of the key principles which govern this choice and why
	Ask the children to reflect on what they have learned about the significance of the King James Bible during the unit and to apply that learning to the reasons for its importance in some parts of the Church of England today. Encourage them to think about the type of language used, its long history and also the ways in which it has influenced other key Anglican texts, such as the Book of Common Prayer. 
Set up an opportunity for children to visit a local Anglican church to interview the priest, church wardens or members of the congregation about how they use the King James Version of the Bible. Make sure that they not only talk about its role in public worship, such as for the weekly readings during the Liturgy of the Word, but also its place in study sessions, prayer groups or even how quotations from it are featured in carvings, inscriptions and stained glass windows.
If possible, involve the children in interviewing other non-Anglican Christians about their views on the King James Bible too.
Ask the children to consider whether or not they think the language of the past has any value for today and see if they can think of any other examples of how texts written centuries ago are still in common use, such as Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets or the novels of Jane Austen. 


	· participate in an imaginary parish debate about a proposal to use the King James Bible in Sunday morning worship, giving reasons for and against this 

· apply what they have learned about the significance of the King James Bible for some Anglicans to other ancient texts still in use today

	· remember that some non-Anglican Christians do value the King James Bible, even though it may not be used within public worship in their own tradition


	Will other kinds of Bibles have similar celebrations?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· that some religious believers prefer other versions of the Bible and have various reasons for doing so 

· to articulate their own feelings about different types of Bible, whether they themselves are Christians or not
	Present the children with a range of other translations of the Bible, ensuring that there is a wide variety. The selection should include mainstream translations, such as the Good News Bible, the Jerusalem Bible and the Revised Standard Version, as well as more alternative, contemporary versions like the Cockney Bible, the Manga Bible, the Bible Illuminated (like a glossy magazine) or even the MP3 Bible with a cast of Hollywood stars reading the text! Give them plenty of time to explore them all and analyse what they consider to be the strengths and weaknesses of each one, not only in terms of their own responses, but also those of others.

Invite local Christian believers into the classroom to talk about their own preferences in relation to the Bible texts and why they feel certain versions are more suitable for themselves and/or their own worshipping communities.

Remind the children that the King James Bible is still used today, four hundred years after it was first published. Ask them to predict whether the other translations of the Bible they have been exploring will endure in the same way, giving as many reasons as possible to support their arguments.


	· give reasons for the use of different translations of the Bible

· talk about how and why some versions may be popular than others with certain individuals and/or groups

· present their predictions about whether or not other Bibles will still be around four hundred years after they were first issued and explain how and why they have reached these conclusions
	· remember that not all religious people will always use the same Bible, as their preferences may change at different times


