	[image: image1.jpg]BOARD FOR
SCHOOLS






	The King James Bible 

Key Stage 3 Scheme of Work

	by Lesley Prior (LDBS RE Adviser to Community Schools) 

and Jane Savill (LDBS Secondary School RE Adviser)




	Key Stage 3 – How is the King James Bible relevant in the 21st Century?

	ABOUT THE UNIT

In this unit, pupils are invited to consider why the King James Bible was created 400 years ago and how it might be relevant for people in the 21st century. They are given opportunities to reflect upon the importance of language; consider whether certain types of language can make a person feel more connected to God and how hearing the language of the King James Bible can cause the listener to react with different emotions.  Pupils will develop their understanding of the King James Bible and its importance with special reference to the Church of England. They will be asked to reflect on whether a person is more likely to believe in something if it is expressed in a beautiful way and less likely to believe in something if they cannot access it. The unit provides pupils with a context in which they can both learn about and learn from, Christianity, particularly the various Anglican traditions.
	PRIOR LEARNING

It is helpful if pupils have:

· had previous opportunities to study the era of the Reformation and its impact upon society, particularly in England
· begun to consider the importance of language and how words can be used to inspire others
· have started to reflect upon how sacred writings can encourage individuals in their journey through life
· consider how the power of language can shape a person’s beliefs and generate different responses

	WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN

This unit has been designed to be delivered as a coherent whole. It has been planned to cover six hours of curriculum time. Schools are encouraged to deliver the unit in whatever way they prefer, but care should always be taken to ensure that the work planned fulfils the requirements for the appropriate locally agreed, diocesan or other relevant syllabus. Possible models of delivery might include offering all or some parts of the unit as:

· a series of individual, but inter-connected lessons

· a focus for an RE Day or part of an RE Week

· a link to the literacy programme or a Book Week

· a link to other subjects as part of a cross-curricular theme.

However, some teachers may prefer to simply select particular sections from this unit and integrate these with other existing units if the need arises.  
	LANGUAGE FOR LEARNING

Through the activities in this unit, pupils will be able to understand, use and spell correctly words relating to the study of:
· a range of practices and traditions and words such as ‘Testament’; ‘Authority’; ‘Interpretation’.  Pupils will also begin to become familiar with the language of the King James Bible.
Through the activities, pupils will be able to engage in speaking and listening tasks where they have opportunities to:

· talk about the types of language which has meaning for them

· begin to consider how language has meaning for people in different ways
· acquire skills and attitudes intrinsic to RE, such as

analysing, contextualising, identifying, applying, interpreting and empathy, respect and sensitivity.

	EXPECTATIONS

Most pupils will: 

Use religious and philosophical vocabulary to give an informed understanding about the use of the King James Bible and its importance for the 21st Century; be able to explain the impact of the King James Bible upon individuals and society and give reasons why – for many – this impact continues; use their understanding of scripture, teachings and practices to consolidate their understanding of religion and explain differing religious viewpoints; be able to use a range of religious vocabulary to explain how the King James Bible is important for Christians and also how it may inspire non Christians.
Level 6

Some pupils will not have made so much progress and will: 

Suggest reasons for the similar and different beliefs which people hold about the significance (or otherwise) of the King James Version of the Bible; explain how and why the King James Bible is particularly important to and significant within the Church of England as a distinctive element of some Anglican prayer and worship; give their own and others’ views about what it may mean to belong to the Church of England; identify types of language which may inspire them and the challenges and joys which such language may bring. 

Level 5
Some pupils will have progressed further and so will:

Use skills of investigation to answer fundamental religious questions from a variety of religious perspectives that Christians and non Christians might hold about the King James Bible and begin to draw reasoned conclusions; reflect on what it means to be ‘authorised’; consider the implications of the King James Bible for their own beliefs and actions, compare these to other people and draw balanced conclusions; develop skills of analysis and interpretation when reading the King James Bible; consider whether our image of God is shaped by the language we read or hear.
Level 7
	RESOURCES

As well as a range of textbooks and published resources this unit will be enhanced by the use of ancient and modern materials from believers’ sources, including:

· an appropriately varied range of different translations of the Bible, both old and new, including the King James Version

· opportunities to listen to live readings from the King James Bible or suitable recordings, such as those broadcast on Radio 4, as well as examples of other translations
· visits to and from members of faith communities, particularly Anglicans 

· relevant pieces of art and music to support understanding of the text



	
	OUT OF SCHOOL LEARNING

Pupils could:

· become aware of how the use of different types of language has an impact on an individual and society.



	
	FUTURE LEARNING
Pupils could:

· begin to recognise how words and language can shape a society and have influence in the future.




	Why was the King James Bible produced 400 years ago?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· begin to recognise the impact of the King James Bible on 17th Century Society
· why the King James Bible is still important for some Christians in 21st Century
· to hear the language of the King James Bible


	In order to prepare for this unit it would be useful for pupils to consider the era when King James was crowned King of England.  He authorised a Bible to be written in his name.  Pupils could begin by finding out why King James sanctioned the publication of Bible at the start of his reign and go on to consider what it means to be ‘authorised’?
Pupils could go on to research what life was like for Christians at the start of the 17th Century.  What form did worship take? When in church people heard the language of the King James Bible and absorbed the religion it expressed. 
How did the King James version differ from the Bible which had been used before?  Did this unify or divide them? 

The King James Bible helped create a national identity and was taken by 17th century travellers out to the world.  Pupils could compare 1611 with 2011.  King James authorised the Bible for everyone to share.  Is there an argument within the Church of England for all Anglicans to use the same Bible today?
In order to begin to understand the language of the King James Bible, pupils could hear aloud a well known Bible extract (eg Story of Creation: Genesis chapter one).  What is their reaction to the language?   Do they think it is still relevant for Anglicans today?   
	· explain what life was like and recognise how religion influenced society. 
· consider the impact of the words of the Bible on daily life.


	· the King James trust website has useful information to support the learning and teaching of the King James Bible in the classroom. http://www.kingjamesbibletrust.org/
· to hear extracts of the King James Bible being read aloud go to http://www.kingjamesbibletrust.org/community/the-youtube-bible



	Is the King James Bible lost in translation?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· to reflect upon the impact of sayings of the King James Bible on 21st Century
· how some of the sayings of the King James Bible might be applicable to their own lives
· to think about what  words to use when communicating key ideas and beliefs 
	The influence of the King James Bible has been more profound on the linguistic habits of English-speakers than any other book. 
Pupils could consider the impact of speeches / words in 20th/21st Century  e.g. Winston Churchill ‘We shall fight on the beaches’; ‘Martin Luther King ‘I have a dream...’. Pupils may want to think about why some words are remembered - Is it content? Is it tone? Is it the moment? Is it emotion?
As a class explore some examples of words and phrases that are in common use today from the King James Bible, e.g. Genesis 25:8 ‘gave up the ghost’; 1 Samuel13:14 'A man after his own heart'; Job 19:20 ‘I am escaped by the skin of my teeth’; Matthew16:3 'The signs of the times'. Its sonorities and rhythms have helped to shape the language for nearly 400 years.

There are many phrases which have their origins in the King James Bible.  Pupils could research other examples and consider how they have been adapted for use in 21st century.
In groups pupils could go on to reflect what phrases are used in their own homes.  Are they used only by their own families?  How did they come about?  How are words and messages presented?  Has the meaning of such phrases changed over time?

	· recognise the impact words can have on a group or a nation
· express insights into why the words of the King James Bible is still relevant to many people


	· consider starting the lesson with a speech by Queen Elizabeth I ‘I know I have the body but of a weak and feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king...’ she ruled from 1558-1603 - as a woman how did she use words to convey power and strength?

· what links are there between Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and the King James Bible?
· an excerpt from a film such as ‘The King’s Speech’ could be shown to show how powerful words and their delivery can be. 
· cross curricular links with the English department could be made - what poets or writers are being studied?  How is language used to convey thoughts and ideas?



	Does the language of the King James Bible make the meaning more powerful?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· to consider how the power of language can be used to influence a person’s beliefs
· to reflect how words  can influence someone to believing something because of how they sound rather than their literal truth
	The King James Bible had a powerful message for the people of the 17th century.  
This lesson could begin with pupils considering how messages are expressed in the 21st century.  The power of adverts; the sound bites of politicians during an election campaign; the words of a song i.e. Earth Song by Michael Jackson.  How is language used to influence people?
In groups pupils could go on to read an extract from the King James Bible e.g. 1 Corinthians 13:1-11. Ask them to think about the effect these words might have had on Christians in the past.  What effect do these words have on people today?  Pupils could read the same extract in another version i.e. New English Bible.  Ask them to analyse how different words are used such as ‘charity’ and ‘love’.  

Pupils could further evaluate the power of language by discussing whether if something is beautiful are we more likely to believe it as truth?   Why do some Christians and in particular Anglicans, choose to hear the words read from the King James Bible rather than another version.  Do they have a deeper meaning?  Does the language used in worship and prayer affect a person’s relationship with God?

Is it right that we use ‘language’ which is different to the one we use when talking to friends / teachers / family?

Pupils could reflect on the gender of God as expressed in the King James Bible.  God is expressed as a father / male figure and all powerful.  Links could be made with the history department.  James VI of Scotland succeeded to the throne in England in 1603.  He believed in the divine right of Kings.  Was it James’ wish that the people should see him as Godlike?

	· understand the impact of the language of the King James Bible on society both past and present.
· recognise how the use of words and language can inspire individuals, nations and the world
	· adverts use language powerfully.  An analysis of two advertisements could introduce pupils to the power of language.
· cross curricular links could be made with English department - William Shakespeare / William Blake / John Milton.

· Mary Sydney translated Psalms in 16th Century – why were no women included in the writing of the King James Bible?



	How does the King James Bible support some Christians in their faith?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· how and when Christians use and read the Bible with special reference to the Anglican Church
· how sacred writings help people come to and grow in faith


	This lesson could begin by asking pupils to reflect about books which they have read and enjoyed.  Why are we inspired by some writings? How do they make us feel? Have we been motivated to go and do something different as a result of what we have read?
In groups pupils could research a traditional Sunday service in different denominations with special reference to the lectionary.  What versions of the Bible are used?  How are the readings chosen? How does the preacher use the readings in the sermon / talk to the congregation?  It would be useful if an analysis of two different Anglican communities could be made - a traditional and more liberal church.  They could evaluate why the Bible is important to Christians: Do they believe it to be the inspired word of God? Do they believe the Bible is the way that God speaks to Christians?
Read / Reflect / Relate / Respond:
Choose a famous reading, such as Psalm 23 and read it with pupils using the King James Bible.  They could reflect and discuss why reading the same ‘familiar’ passages time after time is important for Christians.  How does re-reading the same book / story support someone on their journey through life?  Does someone learn something different each time s/he reads it?  How are such readings used by clergy and made relevant to life in 21st Century?  Can the stories of people suffering as told in the Bible, e.g. Jonah 1:17 – 2:10 be relevant to the suffering of people in 2011?  Pupils could go on to research how Anglicans respond to such stories in the Bible.  Do they believe the words to be literal words of God?  Do they believe they are myths to help people understand God’s purpose in the world?  How do the words of the King James Bible support people in the 21st century?

	· explain how sacred writings and in particular the King James Bible are used to support and nurture faith.
· consider how the King James Bible is distinctive in the Anglican Church.
· analyse how the use or non use highlights the diversity within the Anglican Church.
	· theme tune to vicar of Dibley could be used to introduce Psalm 23.

· see RE Today magazine Spring 2011 for analysis of Psalm 23

· Biblos http://www.culham.ac.uk/biblos/ is an excellent guide for teachers and pupils and supports critical engagement with the Bible.




	In what ways does the King James Bible impact on 21st Century culture?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· about the legacy of the King James Bible for society in 21st century

· about the influence of the King James Bible and how it has inspired artists; authors; musicians; politicians; etc
	It is impossible to overestimate the influence of the King James Bible.  The historian Christopher Hill wrote that “it was more than just a religious book to the people of 17th Century”.  More recently Neil MacGregor (Director of the British Museum) said “it is one of the first British things to be made.”
Pupils could research and consider in what ways the King James Bible has influenced different people in society:

Artists: pupils could consider different pictures whose painters have been inspired by the Bible.  For example ‘The Light of the World’ by William Holman Hunt.  He took the text from Revelation 3:20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me’.  Pupils could visit St Paul’s Cathedral and see the original painting of ‘The Light of the World.’  Why do Anglicans light candles in front of the picture?  What do the words of Rev3:20 mean? How is this text portrayed in the picture? 
Musicians: The King James Bible has been the source of inspiration any pieces of music.  Pupils could listen to different types of music i.e. Handel’s ‘Messiah’; Boney M ‘Rivers of Babylon’ (based on Psalm 137).  How does music express meaning? What text might pupils chose to compose a piece of music too?
Politicians: The King James Bible shaped the establishment of the British empire. The text was taken around the world by the armies of settlers.  Pupils could research how the Bible helped establish Britain as a linguistic empire that has outlasted any imperial power.  

	· recognise the impact of the King James Bible both in England and the wider world.
· present a piece of research showing how the King James Bible has impacted on Art, Music, Politics, etc 
	· image of Light of the World by William Holman Hunt can be found on the REJesus website http://www.rejesus.co.uk
· lyrics to Boney M ‘Rivers of Babylon’ can be found on website http://www.elyrics.net/read/b/boney-m-lyrics/rivers-of-babylon-lyrics.html
· when Barack Obama took the oath of office as President in January 2009, he placed his hand on the same King James Bible that Abraham Lincoln used in 1861 when he was sworn in.

· cross curricular links could be made with Art / English / Music / Politics departments



	What do people of other faiths and none think about sacred writings with special reference to the King James Bible?

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PUPILS SHOULD LEARN
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	LEARNING OUTCOMES [PUPILS]
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· about the attitude of different religions sacred writings
· about the attitude of people of no faith to sacred writings with special reference to the King James Bible
· begin to reflect about their own viewpoint about the King James Bible
	The lesson could begin by asking pupils to reflect on the school mission statement.  This statement outlines the ethos of the school.  Is it something the pupils feel they adhere to?  Is it something they feel represents the school?
Do they feel they have ownership as a member of the school?
Pupils could look at different sacred writings and find out by whose authority were they written and how are they respected by faith members in 21st century.  

Buddhist chanting: How do the sounds help prepare Buddhists for meditation?  

The Qur’an:  Why is the Qur’an read aloud in Arabic?  How do Muslims around the world access the information of the Qur’an?  Tony Blair noted that ‘the concept of love and fellowship as the guiding spirits of humanity’...are so clear in the Qur’an.  Do pupils agree?
Ik Onkar: In its original language gender for God is not specific.  Pupils could research the words of the Ik Onkar – how is God portrayed?  How do the words support Sikhs in 21st century?
What are the views of Anglicans, other Christians and atheists to sacred writing such as the King James Bible?  Professor Richard Dawkins has said "You can't appreciate English literature unless you are steeped to some extent in the King James Bible."  Pupils could ask members of Christian communities and others about their views of the King James Bible and whether they think it is important for the book to be celebrated 400 years since its publication.

	· explain what followers of different religions believe about the sacred writings of their faith.
· evaluate the importance of the King James Bible for Anglicans, Christians and others.
	· sensitivity needs to be shown to pupils who come from different faiths and none.




