Incarnation - Why do Christians Believe Jesus is Special?







Christianity

	Name of Unit: Incarnation - Why do Christians believe Jesus is special?

	Faith: Christianity

	Key Stage in which this unit should be taught: Early Years

	Recommended Year Group (if specified:) Reception

	Previous Learning:
(Possibly:) Incarnation - Why is Christmas special for Christians?

	Areas of Learning and Development:


	What This Unit Teaches:

Christians believe that Jesus:

loves everyone; is God’s son; was God born as a human, (Incarnation;) works miracles including healing people and teaches people to love others.

	Key RE Vocabulary:
Special, Jesus, miracle, Christian, heal, Bible, temple, commandment, Son of God, human, incarnation.
	Cross-Curricular Links:
All areas of the ELGs cover 17 strands.

	Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development:
Reflection and reflective qualities. Examining the right and wrong of people within Bible stories and how people react to different events. Pupils have an understanding of sharing ideas and discussing issues in a safe and conducive environment. The appreciation of music and art within the context of Christian stories.
	Sensitivities: 

Children who have been bereaved.

Looked-after children.
Children who have disabled family members and/or friends or who have a disability themselves.

	Possible Further Thinking and Extension Activities:


	

	Future Learning:

(If not previously taught:) Incarnation: - Why is Christmas special for Christians?

Incarnation: - Nativity Characters: Which Character Are You? Why Are You Important?

                     Where Is The Light of Christmas?
Early Years Units on Salvation.


	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 1
Pupils should:

be able to express who is special to them;

be able to say who is particularly special to Christians.

Areas of Learning and Development:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: form positive relationships with adults and other children;
Communication and Language;

Understanding the World;

Expressive Arts and Design.


	Who Is Special To You?

Who Is Particularly Special To Christians?
Preparation: Ask parents / carers to provide a photograph of a person who is special to the pupil.

Circle Time:

Who is your special person and why are they special to you? What is special about them?

What do you like about them the most?

How do they make you feel?

Pupils share their photographs and comments.

Main Activity:

Paint a picture of your special person. (Adult to scribe who their special person is.)

Choose one of their answers about the person and adult to write the pupil’s comment about their person to go with their picture for the pupil to copy.

Plenary:

Show an image of Baby Jesus.

Who do you think this is?

Who do you think He is special to? Why?

Introduce the Christian focus that Jesus is a special person for Christians.
	Pupils need to come to the lesson with a photograph of someone who is special to them.
Resources: 

Pupil’s photographs,

Paints / paper / brushes / art shirts,

Image of Baby Jesus.

Sensitivities: 

Children who have been bereaved.

Looked-after children.


	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 2
Pupils should: 

remember the story of The Lost Sheep 
and talk about what is important to other people.

Areas of Learning and Development:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Communication and Language;

Literacy;

Understanding the World.


	Why Do Christians Believe That They Are Special To Jesus?
Ask the pupils what they have that is precious to them?

Have they ever lost it?

How did they feel when / how would they feel if they lost it? What would they do about it?

Children sit in a circle. Light the candle. Calm music playing. 

Introduce the story of The Lost Sheep explaining that we are going to listen to a special story from The Bible. This story is called a parable.

Reflective story-telling

“Godly Play” script – The Good Shepherd

Tell the story of The Lost Sheep using props.

or

The Lost Sheep – show a video clip.

What is your favourite part of the story?

What do you think is the most important part of the story? Why?

The farmer had lots of sheep. How did he feel about the 1 lost sheep? Why was he so concerned about the one lost sheep? What did he do for that sheep?

Who may have told this story?

Jesus told lots of parables which can all be found in the Bible. A parable is a story that teaches us something, which is why Jesus told parables, he wanted to teach us.

Jesus was teaching about God in this story. What do the pupils think the story teaches about God? Draw out from discussion that Jesus wanted everyone to know that they are loved by God and that they matter to Him. God cares for everyone.
Main Activity: 

Small world play, re-enacting the story in small groups. Adult to make observations / take photographs.

Plenary:

Display a template of a large sheep.

Invite pupils to answer the question, ‘Why do Christians believe they are special to Jesus?’ while they add a piece of cotton wool to the sheep.
	Exclude the wolf from the “Godly Play” version of the story.
Resources: 

“Godly Play” script – The Complete Guide to Godly Play Volume 4.

The Lost Sheep – Stories Jesus Told by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen.

The Lost Sheep - Luke 15: 1-10




	Learning Objectives

	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 3
Pupils should: 

Remember the story of Jesus lost as a child in the Temple

and talk about what they find interesting or puzzling.

Areas of Learning and Development:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Communication and Language;

Literacy:

Understanding the World.

	What Made Jesus a Special Child For Christians?
Ask the pupils if they have ever been lost?

What happened?

How did they feel? How do they think their parents (or who they were lost from) felt?

Display an image of Jesus lost as a child in the temple with the Pharisees (and not with his parents,) explaining that the child is Jesus and that the adults are the teachers in the temple.

Ask the pupils what they think Jesus is saying. 

Read the Bible story of Jesus, as a young boy, being lost in the temple or show a video version.

Why did Jesus go to the temple? What happened?

Why were people surprised?

Why was Jesus surprised at Mary and Joseph?

Why was Jesus able to do what he did?

Emphasise that Christians believe Jesus was able to teach in the temple because they believe he is God’s son.
Main Activity:

In small groups, supported by an adult, freeze frame the image from the beginning of the lesson.

Ask pupils to state a question the adults would ask Jesus and how they think He would reply. Record observations.

Plenary:

Display the image again, revealing Jesus’ words, “I can teach in the temple because God is my father.”

What do the pupils think that this statement really means?

Why did Jesus think that it was necessary to say this?

What makes Jesus a special child for Christians?
	The concept of God as Father is challenging.
Resources: 

Jesus in the Temple – Luke 2: 39-52

Possible video clip – see link below https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=il9Z39tDhGE
Sensitivities: 

Be aware that the concept of God as Jesus’ Father is going to be explored. Some children may find this difficult, especially because of negative experiences they may have of a Father.



	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 4
Pupils should: 

remember Jesus’ miracle of feeding the 5,000
and talk about what they find interesting or puzzling.

Areas of Learning and Development:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development;

Communication and Language;

Literacy;

Understanding the World;

Expressive Arts and Design.


	What Made Jesus a Special Grown Up?

Provide a single bread roll. Will this feed everyone in the class?

Would you be full up after you had eaten your share? 

If you ate what you needed to be full up, would there be enough for everyone?

Read the story of the Feeding of the 5000 or watch the video clip.

How would you have felt if you were there and you were hungry?

How would you have felt when you saw the 5 loaves and 2 fishes that the boy wanted to share?

How would you have felt when you had eaten and there were 12 baskets of food left over? 

Explain that Christians believe that Jesus performed a miracle here. Explain and discuss what a miracle is.

What was Jesus teaching when he performed this miracle?

Main Activities:

· Sequencing of story pictures with adult-led support about what Christians believe made Jesus a special grown-up. Pupils then write captions to go with each picture in the sequence;

· Role play the story. What would Jesus have said? How would the crowd have reacted?

· Paint loaves and fish for a class display. Write / scribe labels for the display to retell story and show what pupils find interesting or puzzling about the miracle.

· Draw a picture and write about what pupils think is a miracle;

· Make special bread to share with the whole class.
Plenary:

Share the bread in a circle.

What can people learn from this miracle of Jesus?

Why do Christians believe that Jesus is a special grown-up? 
Music in background to help reflection.
	Definition of a miracle: 

“An extraordinary and welcome event that is not explicable by natural or scientific laws and is therefore attributed to a divine agency.”
Resources: 

Clip from Beginner’s Bible / Jesus Storybook Bible – Feeding of the 5000 – see links below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCA4oivfSYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2iK7V4_fkjo
Feeding of the 5000: – 

Matthew 14: 13 – 22

Mark 6: 30 – 44

Luke 9: 10 – 17

John 6: 1 - 5.

Reflective music
Sensitivities: 

Children who have been bereaved;

Looked-after children.


	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 5
Pupils should: 

remember the miracle of Jesus healing the paralysed man;
and talk about what they find interesting or puzzling.

Areas of Learning and Development: 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development;

Communication and Language;

Literacy;

Understanding the World;

Expressive Arts and Design.
	What Made Jesus a Special Grown-Up?
Introduction:

Through the Bible, Christians have many stories to show them how Jesus was a special grown-up.

Have ‘paired and shared’ discussion of the Bible stories covered so far. What message came out of each one? What do these stories tell us about the kind of person that Jesus was?

Tell the story of the Healing of the Paralysed Man using props in a story bag. (A mat, Play Mobil / Lego people to show over-crowding, string for stretcher, house with flat roof.
In this story, what shows people that Jesus is special? Emphasise that Christians believe that Jesus healed this man and continues to heal people today in different ways.

Main Activities:

· Re-tell the story, using the story bag;

· Role-play of different professions and how they help people;

·  (Adult-led). Show flashcards of various caring professionals e.g. fire-fighters, doctors and so on. How do they help people? Sort and discuss how their attributes are similar and different to Jesus’ attributes as caring people. What is similar? What is different?

· Adult or child records words generated, e.g. loving, kind, healing, caring, etc;

· Build the house with lego, using lego characters.Talk about the story and what onlookers and the other characters in the story probably felt during the different parts of the miracle.

Plenary:

Choose a group to show the words generated in the main activity. Can pupils find the link between the words and Jesus?

What do they teach Christians about what Jesus is like and how He is doing God’s work?

	Resources: 

Healing of the paralysed man clip – see link below https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LqHYkGU4Zg
Healing of the Paralysed Man – Mark 2: 1 - 12

Sensitivities: 

Be aware that some children may have disabled family members and / or friends.



	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 6
Pupils should: 

know that Jesus taught Christians to “love one another;”

reflect on how they can show love towards other people.

Areas of Learning and Development: 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development;

Communication and Language;

Literacy;

Understanding the World;

Expressive Arts and Design.
	What Does Jesus Teach Christians?

Recap on stories covered so far and why Christians believe that Jesus is special.

Explain that through his stories and actions Jesus teaches Christians lots about God and about the way they should live, but he said that one thing was more important than anything else.

Either gradually reveal an image of a heart on the Smart Board or a solid heart in a feely bag.

What does this image mean?

What do you think Jesus wants Christians to do?

Display the commandment: “Love one another.”

What does this mean? How can Christians show love?

Main Activities:

· Role-play real-life situations where they are showing love and care for each other;

· Collage of hearts made from different sizes and materials;

· On paper hearts, pupils write or draw how Christians might show their love for other people.

Plenary:

Play the song called ‘A New Commandment.’

Ask the pupils to listen to the words and put their hands up when they hear the words: “Love one another.”

How might Christians show love to other people?

What “act of love” can each 1 of us show to someone else?
	Resources: 

Image of a heart or a solid heart;

‘A New Commandment,’ link as follows - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3as1QIC832w
John 13: 34
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