Who Cares For This Special World and Why?







Christianity

	Name of Unit: Creation – Who Cares for This Special World and Why?


	Faith: Christianity

	Key Stage in which this unit should be taught: Early Years

	Recommended Year Group (if specified:) Reception

	Previous Learning:

Creation Unit - Who Made our Wonderful World?

	What This Unit Teaches:
· That Christians believe God created the world and wants it to be kept special
· That Christians believe we are stewards of it while we are alive on Earth, and therefore need to look after the world and everything living in it
· How everyone can help care for different aspects of our world

	Key RE Vocabulary:
Christian, creation, service, community, church, world, God, creator.
	Areas of Learning and Development Links:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Physical Development; Communication and Language;

Literacy; Maths; Understanding the World; Expressive Arts and Design.

	Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development:
Awe and wonder of the world in which we live; belonging to a local and global community, caring for insects / animals, caring for all sorts of people, teaching how to look after and value the world and the people living in it.
How different faith communities take care of the world and the people in it.
	Sensitivities:
Different religious views about creation and how animals should be treated
Sensitivities for children who may have experienced a pet, or person close to them dying or unwell



	Possible Further Thinking and Extension Activities:
Learning about different people who have stewarded creation, eg St Francis of Assisi (animals)
Continuing to learn about ways the school can join with the church in helping both environmental and human charity projects.
	

	Future Learning:
What Responsibility Has God Given People For Taking Care of Creation? (KS1)


	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities


	Points To Note

	Lesson 1
Pupils should:

know that Christians believe God made our world (AT1)

appreciate how special our world is and that we need to look after it (AT2)

Areas of Learning and Development:
Communication and Language: Listening and attention
Mathematics: Shape, space and measure
Understanding the world: The world
Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring and using media and materials.


	 Why Should We Care For Our Special World?
Show pupils various images / videos of wonderful places in the world (Iguazu Falls, Machu Picchu, Niagara Falls and other waterfalls, Taj Mahal, beach, spring fields, seasonal pictures with snow, rain, storms, sun, etc.)

Talk partners- What can you see? What do you like in the pictures? What makes you say WOW?

Explain how Christians believe that God made the world like this – amazing and full of good things.

Contrast these images with ones of destruction. litter, overgrown derelict places/gardens etc (or use pages 25-26 in ‘Wonderful Earth’ which show how creation has been spoilt).
What differences can you see? How do you feel when you see these pictures?

Christians believe that God was the one who created the world and He wants people to help care for the world, just like a head teacher looks after school, a teacher looks after pupils, parents look after a family, a zoo keeper looks after animals etc. Christians believe God has given people the world to look after. Discuss how should you look after something you have been lent eg library books, toys, etc
Who looks after you? (parents/carers, teachers, community, God)

Activity ideas: 

· Make the world on a paper plate, using green and blue tissue paper, or by marbling with blue and green paint. Extend by sticking fish into the oceans and animals onto the land. Alternatively, make a 3D globe out of modelling clay or papier maché. Talk about why it’s important to keep the world special and clean. How would they feel if their art was spoilt? How do they think God would feel to see the earth being spolit?
· Freeze a slab of ice and place it into the water tray. Place small world animals (eg penguins, polar bears etc) onto the ice. What will happen if all the ice melts? Where will they play? Why is it important to keep icy places in our world?
· Make different animals out of recycled objects. Talk about where our rubbish goes if we don’t recycle it. What would happen if we ran out of space for all our rubbish? What would happen to our special world? How would that make you feel? How do you think God might feel?
· Fill the water tray with plastic fish and sea creatures. Pour different food colouring into the water. What happens to the fish? What if you pour brown/black/grey food colouring? What happens to them? Why is it important to keep our rivers, lakes and seas clean?
Reflection: I wonder how we can help to look after this special world? What can you do to help care for our special world? Why is it important to Christians to look after the world? 
	Share and retell the creation story in a previous Story Time so pupils are reminded before start of unit, eg. ‘Wonderful Earth’ – Nick Butterworth

Resources: 

Images of the world – both amazing, and sad

Collage materials, paper plates, modelling clay
Small world animals
Ice, water tray, food colouring

Recycled objects for junk modelling
Sensitivities: 

Pupils’ different family backgrounds and experiences.
Please be aware that Muslims are not permitted to draw any parts of Allah’s (God’s) creation and so Muslim pupils need to be given the chance to respond to the creation story in ways that do not compromise their faith.

Be aware of pupils being anxious about the world being spoilt and reassure them that they are safe.


	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 2
Pupils should: 

know that Christians believe that everything that God created is equally important(AT1)

know how to care for creation(AT2)

Areas of Learning and Development:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Managing feelings and behavior, making relationships
Communication and Language: Understanding
Literacy: Writing (write simple sentences)

Understanding the World: The world, people and communities
Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring and using media and materials.
	How Can We Care For Our World Everyday?
Show images of lots of different animals, plants, people and natural features. Ask the children which they like the most and which they think is most important.
Talk about how Christians believe that God created everything and everything He has created is special to Him. Even slugs, wasps and ants!

Tell (read, act out or watch) the story of the Parable of the Talents (3 servants). Christians believe that Jesus told this story to show that everyone needs to join in and do their bit in the world. They can’t just sit and hide! 

Who can we think of who looks after God’s world? (Eg zoo keeper, gardener, park keeper) Is it just up to them to keep the world special? Who else should help? We are all good at different things; what are you good at? How could you use that to take care of the world?
Think about the different ways the earth is being spoilt. How can we stop it?

Activitiy ideas:
· Make a badge or hat showing that I have a special talent that I can use to help the world eg planting seeds, picking up litter, turning off taps, using junk to make wonderful art, making books from recycled paper, drawing posters to remind others to look after the world, caring for animals or people…
· Make a prayer corner, with different aspects of looking after the world to pray for: animals, oceans, streets, trees, people. Hang up pictures of all the different things in our world that are being spolit and ask God to help us be careful with them. 

· Grow seeds inside recycled plastic bottles. Write on the bottles the quote: ‘Only God can make a tree’ and talk about what this means. Christians believe God makes the trees grow, but we have to do our part and plant them. Why are trees special? Talk about how paper comes from trees and how trees are cut down to make paper, so it’s important to plant new ones when they are cut down, and to use paper carefully.
· Seasonal appreciation walk- walk to school garden / local park / green space / woodland (where they can see evidence of creation in the environment, insects, flowers, plants, pond life, etc). During the walk, encourage pupils to reflect on how, now and as we grow up, we can help make sure that all of ‘God’s creation’ we see is looked after and that there is a nice world now and in the future?

Reflection: What will I do to help the world to stay special? Why is it important to look after the world? What special talent has God given me?

	Resources: 

Images of different animals, plants, people, natural features

Parable of the Talents – Bible story or video
Bible Reference: Matthew 25:14-30 and Luke 19: 12-28

Card to make hats/ badges

Images and artefacts for prayer corner

Seeds, plastic bottles, soil, water, permanent pen

Local area for walk

Sensitivities: 

Be aware of pupils’ self-esteem issues and help them to see that we are all special and all have talents we can use. Help them to explore what theirs might be.
Some pupils will be from different faiths and backgrounds and won’t share the beliefs about God’s creation. Be sensitive to this.


	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 3
Pupils should: 

know that Christians believe that God created all the different animals and they are special to Him (AT1)

show an understanding of how to care for animals (AT2)

Areas of Learning and Development:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Managing feelings and behaviour
Communication and Language: Understanding
Literacy: writing (write simple sentences)
Maths: numbers (counting animals/ mini-beasts)

Understanding the World: The world
Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring and using media and materials, Being imaginative.
	How Can We Care For the Animals In Our Special World?
Show an image of Adam and Eve and the animals. Tell the Christian story about how Adam (the first human in the Bible) was asked by God to name all the animals that He had created (Genesis 2:19-20). Look at pictures of animals – including some unusual ones. Do you know their names? If not, what would you call them? Why? (there are some amusing examples on pg 20 of ‘Wonderful Earth’)
Alternatively, listen to or watch a video of ‘Who put the colours in the rainbow?’ 
Invite a pupil to bring in their pet and talk about it, what is its name, what does it eat etc. How do they look after it?

If you were making the world, what animal would you create? What would you name it? What instructions would you give to people on how to look after it?
Why is it important that your animal is looked after carefully?

Activity ideas:
· Pupils to make a new animal and name it (junk modelling, clay, salt dough). Why did you call it that? What can your animal do? How does it need to be cared for?
· Make a mini-beast house/ hotel using blocks and planks. Encourage insects in by leaving lettuce leaves etc for them to feed on. Which mini-beasts can the pupils see? How can they look after them? Talk about how the whole world is like a giant mini-best hotel, with millions of animals to look after and Christians believe God has given this job to us.

· Writing - instructions on how to look after their animal/ mini-beast.
· Set up a role-play vets’ surgery. How can they look after different animals?
· Make finger puppets of different endangered animals. Can we use these to pray for the animals (or think of ways to help them)?
· Play pin the tail on the donkey/ giraffe/ elephant (etc). Why does this animal need a tail? Why do you think God made them this way? 

· Hide different plastic animals around the outdoor area (eg in flower beds, bark, under blocks etc). How many can you find? Count them. Provide a checklist to find them all. Why do we need all these animals? What would the world be like without them? Why do you think Christians believe God made them? How are they all special? 
Reflection: 

Consider just how many different animals there are in the world, how many different types of animals God created. Think about how God made sure that every type of animal was inside Noah’s ark because they are all special to Him.
Show pictures of some animals that have become extinct or are endangered.

I wonder why some animals are extinct/ in danger of becoming extinct? How might that make God feel? How does it make you feel?
What can we do to help care for the animals of the world?

What will you do to look after the animals of the world?
	Pupils need prior knowledge of the story of Adam and Eve.

Knowledge of different animals.
Resources: 

‘Wonderful Earth’ – Nick Butterworth

‘Who put the colours in the rainbow?’ video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9GsKFIaRo0
Picture of Adam and animals

Role play objects

Junk modelling/clay/salt dough
Card for finger puppets

Plastic animals to hide, recording charts with clipboards

Large picture of animal with string to ‘pin the tail’
Pictures of dinosaurs / extinct animals.
WWF (www.wwf.org.uk has lots of helpful information for children about endangered animals)
Sensitivities:

Some pupils might have lost a pet (died, lost). 
Some of the mini-beasts in their house might die.

Pupils might be upset that certain animals are becoming extinct.

The pupils may want to discuss what happens to animals after they die. Ideas about this vary from religion to religion, and from person to person. 



	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 4
Pupils should: 

know that Christians believe that God wants everyone to help take care of our own parts of the world (AT1)

show that I understand the importance of looking after my part of the world (ie my school) (AT2)

Areas of Learning and Development:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Making relationships, health and self-care
Communication and Language: Listening and Attention
Literacy: Writing (write simple sentences)

Understanding the World: The world
Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring and using media and materials, Being Imaginative

	How Can We Care For Our School? 
Prepare: pupils come in to see a messy classroom / outdoor area (toys, etc. all untidy, books off shelves, dirty snack cups , litter on playground)

Ask pupils to think about who is responsible for tidying it up? 

Show pictures of premises manager, cleaners, office staff, teachers, head teacher, parents and pupils. 

Christians believe that everyone is responsible for looking after our environment because we are borrowing God’s world and need to look after it.
Tell the story of the Good Samaritan. Jesus told this story to show that we can’t just walk past when things are wrong, we need to stop and help. This sometimes means doing things we don’t want to do. In our school, it is important that everyone joins in and helps. Sometimes this means picking up litter or turning off a tap; sometimes it means helping people who are hurt or upset.
Activity ideas: 

· Make posters for other classes on how to tidy up / what not to do / to do. Talk about why it is important to have a tidy school (so that everyone will be safe and not get hurt, so we can be proud of our school, so we can learn). 
· Make a friendship doll from recycled materials to give to a friend. Christians believe we all have to look after each other and care for each other because God cares about us.
· Pupils can go around school as premises managers / cleaners to check it is tidy and clean. Write thank you cards to the people who clean our school and make it look nice. Can you write a prayer for them, thanking God for what they do?
· Sort recycled objects into card, plastic, metal, wood etc and talk about the different types of rubbish in our school. How can we reuse these things? What will happen if we throw them in the bin? What will this do to God’s special world? 

· Role play the story of the Good Samaritan, with plasters and bandages for the person who gets injured. Who looks after people when they get hurt in our school? Find out about first aiders in the school and thank them for what they do. 
Reflection:
What can you do to care for our school?

I wonder what our school would look like if we didn’t care?

Why is it important to look after our school?
What will you do to help our school to be a special place? How can we show God that we care about His special world in our school?

	Teacher needs to ‘trash’ the classroom (inside and out) in the morning!

Resources: 

Story of the Good Samaritan (Bible story or video)

Large paper for posters

Junk modelling objects – small to make friendship dolls, large for sorting. Sorting trays/ bins.
Adults in school to talk to: premises manager, cleaners (if possible), first aiders

Card for prayers and cards

Plasters, bandages, role play costumes

Sensitivities:

Be aware that pupils may have different ideas about tidying up, depending on their home environment. It is important to talk about the safety elements of tidying up, rather than teaching pupils that Christians believe God wants us to be tidy!
Be aware of any pupils who feel isolated or uncared for. Any concerns should be handled via the school’s policies and procedures.



	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 5

Pupils should: 

know that Christians believe that God wants everyone to help take care of their ‘neighbour’ (AT1)

show that I understand the importance of looking after my neighbours/ community (AT2)

Areas of Learning and Development:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Making relationships
Literacy: Writing (write simple sentences)

Understanding the World: People and Communities
Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring and using media and materials, Being imaginative

	How Can We Care For Our Neighbours?

Retell the story of the Good Samaritan. Jesus says that this story tells us how to ‘love your neighbour’. Do you have a neighbour? Who is your neighbour? Look at a picture of a street in your local area with typical housing (eg block of flats, terrace of houses etc), or the street your school is on. Who lives here? Who lives next to them? What sort of people live in the different houses/ flats?

Do you know any of your neighbours?

In Jesus’ story, a man is hurt and needs help. What would we do today if we saw someone who was injured? (tell an adult, call 999, find a first aider or doctor) What about if we saw someone who was sad? Or if they had lost something?

(Be sure to reinforce messages about stranger danger and who are safe people to talk to)

Explain: Christians believe that God made everybody on the earth, and so part of taking care of the special world means taking care of the people who live around us. 
Activity ideas:
· Make bunting to go outside your school, writing messages of love to the people who live nearby. Talk about who might read them and what they might need to hear. 

· Set up an ambulance/ first aid role-play area to look after people who are hurt. Role play with dolls and teddies. 

· Make paper doll chains by folding paper, cutting out people shapes and opening up. Draw the faces and clothing of different people in our community we know (neighbours, members of community groups we know, people we see on our street). Talk about how they are special to God and what we can do to show them they are loved and cared for.

· Make a model of their own street or block of flats using contruction bocks/ lego. Where do you live? Who else lives there? Who lives next to you? What can you do to show them love? 

	Resources:

Good Samaritan Story

Images of local streets to school

Bunting triangles, string and writing implements

Role-play items for ambulance/ first aid station

Paper, scissors, pens

Contruction, lego

Tissue paper

Sensitivities:

Some pupils may have neighbours who have been difficult to get on with, unpleasant, unwell or abusive. It is very important for them to know that they should only talk to people who their parents say are safe to talk to, and we have to be very careful of strangers. If the pupils raise any concerns about the behaviour of their neighbours this should be reported through the school’s normal policies and procedures.
Some pupils may not have any neighbours, or not know any, and this might make them feel isolated. In this case, think about different communities they might be in, or talk about their extended family.

	
	· Make paper flowers using recycled paper to give to a neighbour or member of the community. Talk about how hand-made gifts help people to feel loved. 
· Write prayers for our neighbours to go in our prayer corner/ prayer book

Reflection:

Why is it important to show love to our neighbours? 

Explain that in Jesus’ story, ‘neighbours’ didn’t just mean people who live next door to us, but to people who are different to us, too. Are there any people who are hard to be nice to? How can we show them love?
	


	Learning Objectives
	Suggested Teaching Activities

	Points To Note

	Lesson 6
Pupils should: 

know that Christians believe it is important to do good things for God, to show His love (AT1)

talk about how I can help look after the world and the people in it (AT2)

Areas of Learning and Development:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Making relationships
Physical Development: Moving and handling
Communication and Language: Understanding, Listening and Attention
Literacy: Writing (write simple sentences)

Understanding the World: People and Communities
Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring and using media and materials
	How Does the Church Care For God’s Special World?

Look at an image of the school’s church/churches or another local church known to the children if required. Or, if possible, visit the church and meet the vicar or other member of church staff who can talk about the Church’s outreach work.

What is this place? What happens here? (remind children about any services they have been to, or any visits)
Explain that a church is a place where a group of Christians meet together to learn more about God, to pray, to thank God by singing songs and to show God how much they love Him. One of the ways Christians show their love for God is by helping people. What sort of things might they do?

Draw links with any charity or community projects the school is already involved in eg Food Bank, Harvest Festival collections, charity fund-raising for overseas projects etc

Show some examples of how the church helps both its local community and the global community. Why do people want to do this? (eg why do they give food to food banks, why do they give money to poor children in Africa, why do they send clothes to refugees etc)

Activity ideas:
· Ask the church how the children can get involved with one of their projects, eg writing letters to children in a link church in another country, making filled shoeboxes for children in need, bringing food for a food bank collection, making posters for a project that needs promoting, decorating coffee cups or placemats for a homeless meal, sorting out the church’s recycling and making toys with it, planting seeds in the church’s garden. Discuss this with the church and find out what would help. Otherwise, find out about a project and talk to the children about it and what they could do to help.
· Make a card for the vicar to thank him/ her for all the work he/she does to help people. If possible, invite the vicar to come to class to collect it, or find someone who can present it to him/her during a church service.

· Do a litter pick around the church to show love to the church community. Talk about why it is important way of taking care of God’s special world. 
Reflection: Why do Christians want to do good things for others?
Christians believe that God wants them to show His love to the whole world.
Give children an electric tea light to hold, then turn the lights off. Explain that Jesus said ‘you are the light of the world’ (Matthew 5:14) and that when we do things to show God’s love, we are like lights in the dark. Show an image of a city that is lit up at night and talk about how when we do good to one another we are lighting up God’s world.

	Possible visit the church to meet vicar/ community worker
Resources: 

Images of church and community projects that the church and/or school are involved in
Sensitivities: 

Draw links with other religious practices eg Zakat so that pupils know that people of many different faiths also help others
Some pupils might find it upsetting to see children in other places who are poor or suffering. Be sensitive in explaining that this is why we would want to help them.
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