Why Are Saints Important to Christianity?




     


Christianity

	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 1
Pupils should: 

describe what a Christian might learn from the stories of saints, listing some of the characteristics of a saint;

(AT1)

discuss the qualities that make someone a saint

and apply the idea of being a saint to their own life and the life of those around them.
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	What Makes a Saint?

Introduction:

Teacher goes through a slide show of various saints: slides 1 and 2. Teacher asks pupils: Who are these people?

Main Teaching:

Who are saints?

Use information from Re: quest to help explain to the pupils who saints are.  http://request.org.uk/people/saints/saints/
The Bible, Romans 1:6-7, refers to all Christians as Saints.

From the earliest times, Christians looked at good examples of other Christians, whose lives really showed the love of Christ, e.g. the lives of the apostles / disciples were studied because it was believed they showed how a Christian should live.

Teacher to go through the remainder of the slides.

Ask the pupils if  have they heard of any of these or any other saints? What do they know about them? Teacher can record the name of any saints that the children may know on the IWB.

Can anyone be a saint? What qualities do you think we will need to be a saint?

Teacher can distribute some adjectives of attributes to the class, in pairs they can “peer talk” about whether this attribute is a useful one for sainthood. Pupils must give a reason for their response.

Alternatively the pupils can come up with the adjectives of attributes themselves.

Activity:

Pupils to record in their RE books their understanding of who a saint is, some of the qualities of a saint and what they can do, as well as encourage others to do, in order to live ‘saintly’ lives.

Plenary:

Teacher may want to share some information about a principal saint (the saint whom the school or the class, or a member of the class is named after or a saint with a local connection)

This may be in the form of a poem, clip or song.

Would children like to follow in the footsteps of this saint? Why?

Extension:

For the next lesson, pupils could find out the names of some saints, what they did and how they lived their lives.

Some pupils may be named after a saint. What does that name mean? Is the pupil like their saint namesake?

	Pupils will be studying the saint which the school is named after in a separate teaching unit as part of the RE Curriculum.

RE Vocabulary:
Saint, Bible, Christian, special, example, attributes, qualities, Jesus, apostle, disciple, holy, martyr.

Resources:

The Bible
PowerPoint Presentation Resource, (could be modified)
Images of saints, flashcards with the adjectives of attributes, e.g. good, caring, kind, compassionate, loving, brave, humble, special, holy, blessed, glorified, conqueror, etc. 
The school’s distinctively Christian values can be included as can those values of other faiths, many of which, of course, are shared values.
Sensitivities:

Non-Christians may be averse to learning about Saints, so sensitivity to how they are comfortably included in the RE lessons within this teaching unit needs to be thought about.

Disparities between pupils’ experiences of the beliefs regarding saints.



	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 2

Pupils should: 

develop an understanding of the importance of saints and All Saints Day to Christians, suggesting reasons why saints are important to Christianity;

(AT1)

describe and link Christian beliefs of saints with Christian behaviour.
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	How Can The Example of a Saint

Help a Christian With How To Live Their Life Today?

Introduction:

Teacher begins the lesson by playing the following video from YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNlgG_-wjpM
Children should also listen to the lyrics of the song while they view the images of the many saints. The Church sets aside one day to celebrate all these important Christians which includes saints that do not have their own specific day on which they are celebrated.
Main Teaching:

A saint is a person who loves God and who loves others the way Christians believe God loves us.

Why are saints important to Christians?

Why do Christians celebrate All Saints Day? (1st Nov each year)

On this day the Christian Church recognises people who have been sanctified (made Holy) by the presence of God in their lives. It also celebrates the life of many ordinary men and women who also try to love God in the way Christians believe Christ loves us.

Teacher to present a poster /other format about a saint, e.g. St. Catherine is the patron saint of teachers and philosophers.

Class to discuss the information presented in the poster / other format.

Activity:

In groups children to research and study the life of a particular saint. Teacher can adapt this lesson to include the saints that children may not have studied previously. (Note: if schools are named after a patron saint, they will study that saint elsewhere in the RE curriculum.)
Information on the life of a variety of saints can be found at  http://request.org.uk/people/saints/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7YNa0JYqro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHs2qlvms0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtSvwOOOTBI
http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/kids/saints/
etc.
Using the above websites as well as books and other appropriate information, each group to collect information for a poster / other format for presentation and display about the saint that they have studied. Pupils should study some female examples as well as male examples, e.g. Joan of Arc, Therese of Lisieux, Mary Magdalene, St. Bernadette, etc.

Pupils need to give general information about their saint but also identify and include what special things the saint did during their life to show how much they loved God. They should also include information about what we can learn from the saint and how that could impact our lives today.
With support, the HA group can use Bibles, iPads / computers to investigate what the Bible teaches us about saints: 
Acts 26:10           1 Corinthians 16:1-2     Romans 7:4

Deuteronomy 33:2-3     Revelation 5:8     Romans 1:7             
etc.

Plenary:
Groups can present and share their findings to the class. Pupils should highlight what makes these Christians special and worthy of being remembered.

Are there examples of people in other religions who have lived their life in a similar way to the Christian saints?
Extension:

Who chooses someone to be a saint? The people? The Christian Church? God?

Pupils could also visit their local church where they can look for images of different saints on the walls and in the stained glass windows, statues of different saints, etc. How many can they find? How many can they name?
	All Saints Day is celebrated by Christians on November 1st each year.

RE Vocabulary:

Saint, The Church, Christian, God, All Saints Day, special, holy, sanctified, Bible, Jesus, attributes, qualities, martyr, names of particular saints.

Resources: 

The Bible

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNlgG_-wjpM
http://request.org.uk/people/saints/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7YNa0JYqro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHs2qlvms0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtSvwOOOTBI
http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/kids/saints/
etc;
Other appropriate resources with information about saints including pictures and other images of saints; flashcards with the attribute adjectives from the previous lesson.

Sensitivities: 

Non Christians may be averse to learning about Saints, so sensitivity to how they are comfortably included in the RE lessons within this teaching unit needs to be thought about.

Disparities between pupils’ experiences of the beliefs regarding saints.
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