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Christianity

	Name of Unit:
Who Is Jesus?
	Faith:
Christianity.

	Key Stage In Which This Unit Should Be Taught: 
KS2
	Recommended Year Group (if specified:)

	Previous Learning:
Incarnation and Salvation Units: – Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and those studied so far in Key Stage 2 (Depending on where these units are placed on the school’s RE Curriculum Map)

Why Is It Good To Listen To and Remember The Stories Jesus Told?
Possibly: What Do The Miracles of Jesus Teach?

            How Has The Christian Message Survived For Over 2,000 Years (Depending on where these units are placed on the school’s RE Curriculum Map)

	AT1 Learning About Religion

Focus: Beliefs, teaching and sources.
	AT2 Learning From Religion

Focus: Meaning, purpose and truth.

	What This Unit Teaches: 

· Jesus made statements about himself, describing himself through symbolism;
· The 7 “I am. . .” statements of Jesus and their meanings to Christians;
· How the “I am…” statements relate to the personal lives of Christians;

· Creation of an “I am. . .” statement by each pupil for Jesus;

· Encourages pupils to consider how the meanings behind Jesus’ “I am . . .” statements are relevant in their lives.

	Key RE Vocabulary:
Jesus, human, divine, gospel, symbolism, Christian, body, mind, spirit, protection, guidance, spiritual, God, teachings, nourish, sustain, prophecy, belonging, resurrection, life, belief, eternal life, hope, way, truth.
	Cross-Curricular Links: Literacy; Art and Design; Personal, Social and Health Education; Music.

	Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development:
Provision, protection, guidance, hope, community.
	Sensitivities:
Children with families who are ill or those and their families suffering bereavement (Particularly Lesson 5 and also Lesson 6)

	Possible Further Thinking and Extension Activities:
How else does Jesus portray himself in the Bible?

Can pupils explain any of them, e.g. Jesus is described as “The Word,” John 1:1.


	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 1
Pupils should: 

Describe different names and character attributes for Jesus, particularly His claim to be “The Bread of Life” and explain what He means by this; (AT1)

Reflect on how the words of Jesus help Christians to understand how they can know Him
(AT2)
Think about what sustains them in their lives (AT2)
	(
(

	(
(

	In What Way Is Jesus Like Bread?
Underlying concept - Provision and sustenance

Introduction:

Ask the pupils to write down key words and names that come to mind when they think of Jesus.

Discuss pupils’ ideas with them, the names and their origins, and together see if there is a way of grouping these ideas and concepts into headings / categories.

The Bible is the source and authority for Christians which tells them about Jesus, both the human and divine side of Him. Discuss how the children understand what it might mean for Jesus to be both human and divine.
What does Jesus say about Himself in The Bible?

Ensure that the pupils know that Jesus often said that He is the Son of God.

He often describes Himself through statements beginning with the words “I am . . .”
In this unit of work, we are going to try and answer the question “Who is Jesus?” by looking at some of these statements.

Jesus says “I am the Bread of life.”

Refer to previous learning to explore ideas about the symbolism of bread in Christianity and Judaism (e.g. Moses, manna from Heaven and God’s provision giving what we need, not what we want)

Show the loaf of bread – What is it? (A staple food)
What is it made of? What do you get from it? How does it sustain you?
(Bread is a metaphor for food generally, e.g. we need it to survive, it gives us the nutrients and vitamins we need, etc.)
Key verse: John 6:35 ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry.’ Jesus is saying that He will sustain people and give them all they need.

What does He mean by that? Pupils discuss in pairs.
What do you need in your life? Who gives it to you?
We are made up of body, mind and spirit – what does this mean? How is each nourished for us?

(Body – with food; Mind – with education; Spirit – for people of faith, their faith; for Christians with the words of Jesus and His teachings.)

Main Activity Ideas:

· On a template of the loaf of bread, pupils write down the ways they think they are sustained in these three areas of their being: body, mind and spirit.
· Learn about what is required to make a loaf of bread and look at some bread recipes. Can you write a recipe for ‘What sustains me’? What would you need for a healthy, fulfilled life? What did Jesus say you would need? Do you agree?

· Make bread rolls or toast to create a snack for the class, discussing how bread and other staple foods are vital – particularly thinking about people who have very little food. What sustains a refugee in Syria, for example? Think about the differences between what sustains us here in the UK and what sustains people in different parts of the world/ circumstances. How do you think Jesus feels about that?
Plenary:

Summarise with the pupils how Jesus demonstrates in the Bible that He is the Bread of Life, e.g. His claims, being the Son of God, His teachings about the way to live, doing the will of the Father, etc.

How do the words of Jesus nourish and sustain Christians?
What nourishes and sustains you?
	Suggested names which pupils may come up with:

Immanuel,  Son of God, Messiah, Christ, Alpha and Omega, Lamb of God, Comforter, Door, Good Shepherd, the Word, Light of the World, King of Kings, the True Vine, Prince of Peace.

Resources: 

The Bible: John’s Gospel 6:25-40;

Loaf of bread,

Template of a loaf of bread.




	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 2

Pupils should: 

Understand how the symbolism in the painting of ‘The Light of The World’ by Holman Hunt describes what Jesus is like;

(AT1)

Understand that Christians believe that Jesus is like a light in their lives, bringing them hope and clarity when things seem difficult or ‘dark’

(AT1)

Reflect on dark and difficult times in life and the ‘light source’ that has helped overcome the darkness.

(AT2)

	(
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	In What Way is Jesus Like Light?
Underlying concept - salvation and life

Introduction:

Show painting by Holman Hunt of ‘The Light of the World.’ 

What do the pupils see? (Make a list.)

How many sources of light do they see?  Where is the light coming from?  I wonder why Jesus is holding the lantern? And why do you think he is standing by a door?
Discuss pupils’ ideas – see points to note for teaching about the picture.

Read the verse from The Bible containing another “I am . . .” statement of Jesus, John 8:14.

What did Jesus mean when he said “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness”?

Introduce the concept of 2 types of light – physical and spiritual.  Turn the lights off and light a candle in the middle of the room.  Discuss how the candle powerfully and effectively provides us with light and light is crucial for life.  We need physical light to survive – plants would die without the sunlight.

Also discuss how they feel in the dark, and then when the light comes on. Explain that light, especially sunlight, can also make us feel better.

In the same way, Jesus is a spiritual light source – Christians believe that He shines his light on the ‘dark’ parts of the world or dark situations to help us and show us what is right and true.
Can you think of times when you have felt sad or without hope?  What made you feel better (lit up your life)? Jesus is claiming here that he can do that for us. 

Can you also think of nasty or hurtful things people have done, and the difference it made when this was discovered and dealt with.  
This is why Christians believe it is important to see Jesus as the light of the world: He exposes darkness and brings goodness to it.

What examples can the pupils think of that show Jesus being the light of the world? Can they think of times when Jesus has brought hope or goodness to a sad or horrible situation? How might people who aren’t Christians explain this?
Main Activity Ideas:

· Individually or in pairs, pupils to create a picture depicting the Christian belief of Jesus as light of the world, thinking about conversations had in this lesson. Encourage pupils to write a commentary to go alongside their picture, explaining their thinking behind their illustration.
· Use the Holman Hunt picture as your stimulus. Would you open the door? Why/ why not? Write an explanation of what you would do if Jesus knocked on your door. Would you want Him to come in and shine his light? What would happen if he did?

· Make your own lanterns, like the ones Jesus is holding. Label the lantern with words which describe what Jesus’ light brings into the world (hope, life, salvation, goodness, redemption, joy, clarity etc)

· Take a newspaper story which shows a dark situation (age appropriate). What would this situation look like if Jesus shone His light into it? What would it take for that to happen? Think about the role that Christians have to bring Jesus’ light into the world.
Plenary:

Jesus’ “I am . . .” statements are found in the gospels, the word ‘gospel’ means ‘good news.’

Why is it good news for Christians to see Jesus as the light of the world? (Exposing and overcoming darkness in their lives, it reflects the glory and light of God, hope for salvation, etc.)
Where does your light come from? What / who serves as ‘light’ for you in your life?

Light the candle again, read and reflect on Isaiah 9 verses of prophesy in the Old Testament about Jesus; play Handel’s Messiah “And the Glory of the Lord”. Listen to this music and reflect on Jesus saying the “I am . . .” statement, “I am the light of the world.”
How can you be lights to the world around you?


	Copies of ‘Jesus, The Light of the World,’ picture needs to be ready in advance, (‘The Light of The World’ by Holman Hunt.)
Holman Hunt painted this picture in 1953.  There are 2 lights – the lantern, which is the light of conscience and the halo around the head which represents the light of salvation.
The door has no handle and represents the soul – it has never been opened. Christ is asking permission to enter.

All the light in the painting comes from the lantern held in Jesus’ left hand. This serves to explain the meaning of the painting’s title. Jesus declared, “I am the Light of the World” (John 8:14.)

“I am” is a phrase that recalls Jesus’ divinity, when Moses asked God whom he should say had sent him to free the slaves, He replies, “Tell them ‘I am’ has sent you.” Exodus 3:14.

As the Light of the World, Jesus gives life, just as the Sun gives life to the world. He also leads his followers through the dark and difficult times of their lives, providing guidance and hope.

A careful study of the lantern will reveal that there are little holes in the top. These are six pointed stars and crescent moons, the symbols for Judaism and Islam. This symbolises that Christians believe that Jesus is the Light for all people, and knocks at everyone’s door. Muslims revere Jesus (Isa) as an important prophet, although do not consider him to be divine.

Resources: 

‘The Light of The World’ painting by Holman Hunt;

The Bible: John 8:12;

                Isaiah 9;

Various art materials for picture activity;

Recording of Handel’s Messiah “And the Glory of the Lord.”
Sensitivities: 

Be sensitive towards Muslims who are not permitted to draw Jesus, humans or any other parts of Allah’s creation.



	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 3

Pupils should: 

Know the characteristics of a good shepherd and understand why Jesus refers to himself as a shepherd and what this means for Christians;

(AT1)

Reflect on the people who are important to them, how those people care for them, and how and why they are their good shepherd.

(AT2)
	(

	(
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	What Makes Jesus a ‘Good’ Shepherd?
Underlying concept - Protection and guidance.
Introduction: 

Recap learning about Jesus’ “I am . . .” statements so far.

Show pupils pictures of shepherds – what is the role of a shepherd?

If the school is in a rural location, ask a shepherd in to interview him, or if the pupils have been farmers on a school journey, recall their experiences of being shepherds.
What are the characteristics of a ‘good’ shepherd?

(They won’t abandon their sheep; they will protect them no matter what, etc.)
What are the characteristics of sheep?

Read John 10:11-16 with pupils.

What do they think this passage means?

What is “the good shepherd” protecting the sheep from?

Why did Jesus describe His people as sheep?

(They can be timid and scared easily; they are easily led and require someone to look after them, etc.)
What is relevant about the crook of the shepherd?
(It is used as a tool for bringing the sheep back to safety.)
Links can be made with the crook carried by the bishop.

Main Activity Ideas:

· Individually carefully consider these questions:

1) What do Christians believe about how Jesus, the good shepherd, protects people, the sheep, from danger?

2) Who cares for you?

3) How do they make you feel safe and care for you?

4) How is this similar to the relationship between the Good Shepherd and the sheep?

5) Do all people have someone to love and care for them?
Write the answers to these questions on cut-outs of small sheep, for either sticking into books or for displaying in class.
OR

· Discuss instructions for a ‘Good’ shepherd. How should they care for their sheep? What must they do/ not do? 

Then, go through each instruction and talk about how this applies to caring for people. Write an instruction manual for being a ‘Good Shepherd’ of people. Include examples of things Jesus did that shows that he cared for and looked after people (eg feeding 5,000 people, calming the storm, healing the sick)
Plenary:

How is the image of Jesus as “the good shepherd” similar to: 

· The image of Jesus as “the bread of life”?

· The image of Jesus as “the light of the world”?

Relate to v7 and v9 - Jesus also refers to himself as the gate to the sheep - idea of protection and safety.
Reflection: 
The shepherds would do anything to protect their sheep from danger, even die for them.  Christians believe that Jesus, through His sacrifice, died on the cross for people, His sheep.

What do we do to protect and care for others? What are we prepared to sacrifice?


	This lesson relates to two of the “I am   . . . ” statements - “I am the good shepherd” and

“I am the gate / door.”
Resources: 

The Bible: John 10:11-16;

Cut-outs of small sheep.

Sensitivities: 

Be sensitive to pupils’ backgrounds about love and care, e.g. different family situations, children in care, etc.




	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 4
Pupils should: 

Understand the symbolism of a ‘vine’ and why Christians believe that Jesus is like a vine (AT1)

Reflect on what is important in their life, the importance of belonging and how that informs who they and other people are, and what they and other people are like.

(AT2)


	(
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	How Do Christians Believe Jesus Is Like A Vine?
Underlying Concept – Belonging.
Introduction:
Show a painting that depicts Jesus as a vine (e.g. see resources).
Ask the pupils to discuss what they can see in the picture, what they think that the artist is trying to portray and what the picture makes them think about.

Relate this to the unit title question, “Who Is Jesus?” Does the painting help answer this question at all? If so, how? What does it show you about what Jesus is like?
Discuss what a vine is – show images in case children are not sure.

What is the purpose of a vine?  (To provide fruit.)
What is special about a vine?  (It all comes from the same source/ root)
Introduce the concept of Jesus being a vine – read John 15:1-8.

Ask the pupils for their thoughts from the Bible passage about Jesus.

Show the children a large branch that has been disconnected from a tree.  What has happened to it?  (It’s died.)
Why has it died? What happens when the branch gets broken off the tree?  

Christians believe that if people walk away from Jesus, they become disconnected from ‘the vine.’
Demonstrate by standing in a circle and holding hands. Send a pulse round the circle. Then choose someone to stand out of the circle. Send the pulse again. Can the excluded person feel it? What would they need to do to feel the pulse again?
Why do Christians think that it is important to stay connected to ‘the vine’ (ie Jesus)?
Jesus said His Father was a gardener. Why do the pupils think He said that? (God is in control, he looks after the plants, in this case the vine, - the fruits of the earth.)
Discuss the relationship between Jesus and God. A link can be made with The Trinity, (particularly if this has been covered in RE already.)

By being part of ‘the vine,’ Christians believe that this gives them ‘roots’ for their life, it guides them as to who they are, how they are and what they try to be like.

How is this idea of being part of something similar for other religions?

What do the pupils feel is their ‘vine?’ What are they connected to in their life that sustains them and that they belong to?

Main Activity Ideas:

· Ask the pupils to artistically portray their vine, the vine that they are part of and are connected to. Show what gives them ‘roots’ for their life, what guides them as to who they are, how they are and what they try to be like. Depending on each pupil’s background and beliefs, this may include a faith element as part of their vine.
· Create a seed pack for growing a spiritual (or other) community. What will the ‘vine’ need? Can you give the gardener some instructions? Talk about how to stay connected to the parts of your life that give you life eg family, friends, school, church or religious group. What helps you stay connected to God? (for those who believe) You might want to include aspects such as prayer, worship, Bible reading.

· Create a large vine to display in the class. Each child to write on a leaf what helps them to stay connected to God and others. Add to the large vine to create a whole class display around the verse ‘I am the true vine…’
Plenary:

Think about the importance of belonging.

In what way do we belong to each other, our school, our families, our community, a faith community, etc? How does this connect with our own vine?

Read again Jesus’ statement “I am the true vine.”

What does this mean for how Christians live and act?
	Theme:  “I am always with you.” - Belonging.

Resources: 

The Bible: John 15:1-8  
16th Century Greek icon, Jesus as The True Vine https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christ_the_True_Vine_icon_(Athens,_16th_century).jpg

Sensitivities: 

Remember to use the phrase “Christians believe...”




	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 5

Pupils should: 

Make links between Jesus’ “I am. . .” statement about being resurrection and life and the Christian beliefs about death, resurrection and eternal life;

(AT1)

Ask questions about life after death

(AT2)

Discuss how the Christian belief of resurrection makes a difference to believers.

(AT1&2)

	(
(

	(
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	What Did Jesus Mean When He Said, 
“I am the Resurrection and the Life”?
Underlying Concept – Hope.
Introduction:

Read the story of Lazarus – John 11:1-45.

Explain the context - Lazarus was a good family friend of Jesus. Mary and Martha had repeatedly pleaded with Him to come, as their brother was very sick. But instead of going to visit Lazarus, Jesus “stayed where he was for two more days,” helping other people.

After Lazarus died, Jesus began a journey to Bethany, Lazarus’ home. Significantly, when Jesus was told that Lazarus was dead, He simply said His friend was “asleep, but I am going there to wake him up” (John 11:11).
However Jesus was speaking about Lazarus’ death and so He then said, when He realised that His disciples were confused, “Lazarus is dead.” (John 11:14).
Outside Bethany, Lazarus’ sister, Martha, went out to meet Jesus. “If you had been here,” she said, “my brother would not have died.”

Jesus then said, “I am the resurrection and the life,” and He follows it with the miracle of asking Lazarus to get up which Lazarus does.
Discuss how Mary and Martha felt about Jesus: 
1) When Lazarus was dying.
2) When Lazarus had died.
3) When Lazarus had come back to life (in the context of Jesus’ statement, “I am the resurrection and the life.”).
Main Activity Ideas:
· Pupils to add their thoughts to the Lazarus activity sheet, thinking deeply about and writing, in the speech bubbles, the thoughts of the characters.
· Write an account of Lazarus’ death and resurrection from the point of view of either Mary/ Martha, or one of Jesus’ disciples. What did they think at different points of the story? What did they think Jesus meant when he said ‘I am the resurrection and the life’?

· Sequence and storyboard the events in chronological order. What would have happened if the events had happened in a different order? Try telling the story in a different order, using the images you have created. Why do you think it was important for Lazarus to actually die before Jesus arrived? What did this show about Jesus? What do you think Jesus wanted to show them about Himself? What does it show us about Jesus?
Plenary:

Talk about how very soon after this story, Jesus dies himself, on the cross. What difference would it have made to his friends that they had already seen him bring someone back to life, and said ‘I am the resurrection and the life’?
Reflection: 
At funerals the vicar begins with the words of Jesus, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live. Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.”

What do the pupils think that these words mean?

Why is this important at the start of the funeral service?

(Encourages the mourners that their loved one is with Jesus.)

So what did Jesus specifically mean when He said “I am the resurrection and the life.”?
How does this Christian belief help Christians and how might it help other people who are dying and also bereaved people?

How does this “I am . . .” statement of Jesus give hope?
	Resources: 

The Bible (an appropriate version)
Lazarus activity sheet, with speech bubbles
Sensitivities: 

Be very sensitive towards pupils who have experienced death in their family or other people they know, bereavement, and / or who have family or friends who are very ill.




	Learning Objectives
	AT1
	AT2
	Suggested Teaching Activities
	Points To Note

	Lesson 6

(Assessment activity)
Pupils should: 

be able to explain the symbolism for Christians of each of the 7 “I am... ” statements of Jesus;

(AT1)

Create their own “I am...” statement for Jesus, based on their own knowledge, understanding and, possibly, personal feelings and beliefs about him.

(AT2)
	(
(
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	Who Does Jesus Say He Is

and What Difference Does this Make to Christians?
Introduction: 

All of the  “I am . . .” statements of Jesus that we have looked at in this unit of work lead to the pivotal statement which sums up the essence of who Jesus says He is - found in John 14: 6 - “I am the Way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me.” 
Quick quiz – What are the other “I am. . . ” statements made by Jesus that we have learnt about?

Divide the pupils into groups of 4.

Each person to have a role:

Person 1 – Reader;

Person 2 – Scribe;

Person 3 – Illustrator;

Person 4 – Presenter.
Give each group an “I am . . .” statement taken from the Bible.

Person 1 to read passage; person 2 to write down the pupils’ thoughts about what it meant to people in Jesus’ time and what it means to Christians now; person 3 to briefly draw a symbol to represent that meaning and person 4 to present the group’s thoughts to the rest of the class.
Each group to feedback to the rest of the class – teacher could photograph or film as evidence.

Photocopy the group’s work for each group member to have a copy of their group’s work for their RE book.

Discuss with the pupils why is this teaching unit called “Who Is Jesus and not “Who Was Jesus?”

Main Activity Ideas:

Ask the pupils to think about all that they know and have learnt about Jesus, in all their RE work and particularly from their work in this unit of work about Who is Jesus?

Depending on their individual background and personal faith, they may also draw upon this to inform their thinking.

· Ask the pupils to think individually if they were to describe Jesus, what would they say? How could they represent this visually? Look at logos they know eg the school, church and other famous brand logos. Could they create a logo for Jesus based on these ‘I am’ statements? Be able to explain to the class why they have chosen that representation of Jesus and what it means to them and/ or Christians.
· Make a wheel of ‘I am’ statements, dividing a paper plate into 7, and writing/ illustrating each statement on a 7th of the plate. Spin the wheel (or add a spinner with a split pin) and where the spinner stops, the child has to explain what that statement means.

· Ask children to pick one of the 7 statements that resonates with them, and to explain it and illustrate it for a whole class display. Ask the children why they chose that particular statement? What does it mean to you? Why is that aspect important to you? What do you think it means to Christians?
Plenary / Reflection:

The class sits in a circle and the teacher reads the 7 “I am. . .” statements of Jesus and then each member of the class shares their favourite ‘I am…’ statement of Jesus.
Discuss why these are important to Christians. At what sort of times might Christians need to be reminded of these? Why is it important to know what Jesus is like?


	Recap of 7 “I am . . .” statements of Jesus: -

1) I am the Bread of life;

2) I am the light of the world;

3) I am the good shepherd;

4) I am the  gate / door;

5) I am the true vine;

6) I am the resurrection and the life;

7) I am the way, the truth and the life.

Resources: 

The Bible;

“I am . . .” statements of Jesus prepared for each group;
Sensitivities: 

Pupils with families who are ill or those and their families suffering death and / or bereavement.
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